


The payment program is especially relevant for the practice of hematology and hematology patients, since many of 
these diseases are rare and require high-cost and highly specialized therapeutics. ASH members form long-term 
relationships with their patients due to the nature of many hematologic conditions and will be trusted advisors for 
their patients when evaluating participation in this program. Often patients rely on their physician or health care 
provider for support in understanding new programs and how they may benefit. Many patients already ask their 
physician about the costs of treatment when making decisions about their care plan. Therefore, ASH respectfully 
requests that CMS develop educational materials targeting providers so they can easily counsel their patients without 
adding undue burden or other administrative challenges to practice. Physicians are an important collaborative 
stakeholder �J�U�R�X�S���� �D�Q�G�� �&�0�6�� �P�X�V�W�� �H�P�S�R�Z�H�U�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�R�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�·�V�� �L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �E�\�� �J�L�Y�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�P�� �W�K�H��
necessary tools. ASH therefore stands at the ready to be a resource to the agency in the development of materials or 
resources specific to hematologic conditions and treatments and in ensuring that those materials and other tools 
minimize additional burden on providers. The Society would also be pleased to help in the dissemination of the 
relevant educational materials through the pertinent ASH communication channels, including newsletters, emails, and 
social media posts that are distributed to our members.  
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