
 

Telehealth & Licensure  

Below is a summary of current allowances for telehealth and licensure rules and regulations. This 
includes:  

• Flexibilities provided only during the COVID-19 public health emergency (PHE);  
• Flexibilities extended or made permanent through the CY 2021 Physician Fee Schedule Final 

Rule; 
• Allowances under the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act (PREP Act);  

COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY  

These flexibilities extend through the end of the COVID-19 PHE, currently scheduled to expire 
April 21, 2021, but the Biden Administration has indicated that it will likely be extended through at 
least the end of 2021.   

• Medicare will pay for office, hospital, and other visits furnished via telehealth across the 
country and including in patient’s places of residence. Read the fact sheet from the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for more information.    

• CMS waived Medicare and Medicaid’s requirements that physicians and non-physician 
practitioners be licensed in the state where they are providing services. State requirements 
will still apply. Read more here.  
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https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-telemedicine-health-care-provider-fact-sheet
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-19-physicians-and-practitioners.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-03/ama-arc-licensure-chart.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-04/telemedicine-state-orders-directives-chart.pdf
https://www.hematology.org/-/media/hematology/files/covid-19/summary-of-april-30-ifr-final.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/special-topics/emergency-preparedness/index.html


• CMS is adding 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/12/03/hhs-amends-prep-act-declaration-including-expand-access-covid-19-countermeasures-telehealth.html


Authorization (EUA) from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), for patients in a state 
other than the state where the healthcare personnel are already permitted to practice.  

 

 


